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Contractors File Suit Against Montgomery County Commissioners for being Locked Out
of the Montgomery County Correctional Facility Project

Suit claims that the use of responsible contractor requirements are discriminatory and
part of a pay-to-play arrangement

East Norriton, PA — The Southeast Pennsylvania Chapter Associated Builders and Contractors, Inc.
(ABC SEPA) filed a complaint in the Court of Common Pleas today against the Montgomery County
Commissioners for inclusion of discriminatory Responsible Contractor Requirements. This provision
would preclude the majority of local contractors from working on the Montgomery County Correctional
Facility project.

The Responsible Contractor Requirement states among other items that a firm must participate in a
federal or state approved apprenticeship program to be eligible to bid on the project. “There are many
alternative avenues that provide a quality construction education, such as technical high schools,
community colleges, trade and technical schools and colleges and universities offering craft education,”
stated Jeff Zeh, president and CEO of ABC SEPA. “Most construction employers today use in-house,
outcome-based training programs that allow employees to learn at a rate based on their abilities rather
than an arbitrary time-based system.”

“We believe that the inclusion of such a discriminatory requirement will decrease competition and drive up
costs on this taxpayer-funded project,” asserted Zeh, who also noted that the inclusion of the provisions
were part of a commitment made by Montgomery County Commissioner Jim Matthews to local unions in
exchange for their endorsement.

Joining ABC in the suit are Adams-Bickel Assaociates of Collegeville, Philips Brothers Electrical
Contractors of Glenmoore, Guy M. Cooper, Inc. of Willow Grove, and Wescott Electric Company of Aston.
All of these contractors have bid and performed construction work for the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania, its political subdivisions and municipalities in the past.
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ABC is a national association representing 1,400 member companies in PA that employ more than
40,000 Merit construction workers in the Greater Philadelphia region. The Southeast Pennsylvania
Chapter represents almost 500 member companies from Bucks, Chester, Delaware, Montgomery and
Philadelphia counties.

For more information please contact Tammy Zelahy, Vice President, Public Relations, ABC SEPA
at 610-279-6666 or at tzelahy@abcsepa.org.




